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(3)  Again, it weakens the authority of the witnesses,
if their belief can be shown to have been promoted
by the influence of superiors ; for then they virtually
cease to be themselves witnesses, and report the facts
on the authority (as it were) of their patrons.    It is
observable, that the national conversions of the Middle
Ages generally began with the princes, and descended
to their subjects ; those of the Apostolic Age obvi-
ously proceeded in the reverse order.6

(4)  It is almost fatal to the validity of the testimony,
if the miracle which is attested coincides with a pre-
vious system, or supports a cause already embraced by
the witnesses.    Men are always ready to believe what
flatters their own opinions, and of all prepossessions
those of Religion are the strongest.    There is so much
in the principle of all Religion that is true and good,
so much conformable to the best feelings of our nature,
which perceives itself to be weak and guilty, and looks
out for an,unseen and superior being for guidance and
support; and the particular worship in which each in-
dividual is brought up is so familiarized to him by
habit, so endeared to his affections by the associations
of place and the recollections of past years, so con-
nected too with the ordinary transactions and most
interesting events of life, that even should that form
be irrational and degrading, still it will in most cases
preserve a strong influence over his mind, and dispose
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